Neoadjuvant treatment of unresectable liver metastases from colorectal cancer.
There has been increasing interest in the use of neoadjuvant treatment for downstaging and downsizing disease in patients with initially unresectable liver metastases from colorectal cancer with a view to potentially curative surgery. This has been increasingly feasible with the more active treatment combinations presently available based on oxaliplatin or irinotecan. This article reviews the evidence supporting the use of this treatment strategy and discusses the implications of advances in treatment in other metastatic disease settings for these patients and the issues of patient selection and prognostic factors.